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[bookmark: _Toc167869631][bookmark: _Toc168048154][bookmark: _Toc72157232][bookmark: _Toc72158873]About the Youth Endowment Fund
The Youth Endowment Fund (YEF) is a charity with a mission that matters. We exist to prevent children and young people becoming involved in violence. We do this by finding out what works and building a movement to put this knowledge into practice. 
Children and young people at risk of becoming involved in violence deserve services that give them the best chance of a positive future. To make sure that happens, we’ll fund promising projects and then use the very best evaluation to find out what works. Just as we benefit from robust trials in medicine, young people deserve support grounded in the evidence. We’ll build that knowledge through our various grant rounds and funding activity. 
And just as important is understanding children and young people’s lives. Through our Youth Advisory Board and national network of peer researchers, we’ll ensure they influence our work and we understand and are addressing their needs. But none of this will make a difference if all we do is produce reports that stay on a shelf. 
Together we need to look at the evidence and agree what works, then build a movement to make sure that young people get the very best support possible. Our strategy sets out how we’ll do it. At its heart it says that we will fund good work, find what works and work for change. You can read it here.
For more information about the YEF or this report please contact:
Youth Endowment Fund
1st Floor​
64 Great Eastern Street
London
EC2A 3QR

www.youthendowmentfund.org.uk 

hello@youthendowmentfund.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 1185413
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[bookmark: _Toc183514591][bookmark: _Toc185344823]Executive summary
We ask research teams to complete the first draft of the executive summary. However, YEF will review and edit this section more heavily than other areas of the report, to ensure it aligns with YEF’s preferred tone and style. The summary will need to fit on two pages. Please reframe from using overly technical or jargon heavy language. Note the font and font size are different in executive summary to the rest of the report (Poppins 9.5), which is intentional.
[bookmark: _Toc183514592][bookmark: _Toc185344824]About the project
Please provide a short (c. 200 word) summary of the report, including: 
· The overarching research aims and research questions
· A short summary of what is already known about the issue and the specific evidence gap this research sets out to fill
· The dataset and methods used
· Any key definitions or concepts explored in the report.
[bookmark: _Toc183514593][bookmark: _Toc185344825]Key findings
Include a short summary of key findings in the table below. Findings do not need to address all research questions, however, they should speak to the most significant and interesting findings. Add additional rows as necessary.
	Finding 1 – short statement of key finding
	Expand on key finding with more detail

	Finding 2 – short statement of key finding
	Expand on key finding with more detail

	Finding 3 – short statement of key finding
	Expand on key finding with more detail

	Finding 4 – short statement of key finding
	Expand on key finding with more detail

	Finding 5 – short statement of key finding
	Expand on key finding with more detail


[bookmark: _Toc183514594][bookmark: _Toc185344826]Interpretation and implications
[bookmark: _Toc142384175]Overall summary (what these mean in the round); how findings compliment/situate in the broader literature; if/how they confirm any original hypotheses; and, implications for future research. Include any key caveats/limitations readers should be aware of, including, where applicable, a brief summary of deviations from the pre-specified analysis plan.



[bookmark: _Toc534894654][bookmark: _Toc72157238][bookmark: _Toc167869638][bookmark: _Toc168048157]
Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc167869639][bookmark: _Toc531169549][bookmark: _Toc534894655]Context and literature review
Please describe the background to this project, the issues that the research addresses and their full theoretical, scientific, policy and practice contexts, including the characteristics of the population of interest. Explain the rational for the research and the gap in evidence that it addresses. Please include a short summary of the academic and policy literature that situate your study and establish what is already known about the issue(s) (including any contradictory evidence). Please also include references to any relevant existing research. For referencing, use Harvard referencing and a full bibliography at the end of the report.
[bookmark: _Toc142384181][bookmark: _Toc167869640][bookmark: _Toc73452281][bookmark: _Toc141876303][bookmark: _Toc534894657]Research aims 
Please provide a broad statement of the main goal and overarching purpose of the project, to introduce the more particular research questions as specified below. 
[bookmark: _Toc142384182][bookmark: _Toc167869641]Research questions
Provide the specific primary and secondary research questions the project is designed to answer. Your questions should be formulated in plain English. For example: “What is the relationship between school exclusions and youth offending?” Please number the research questions for ease of reference.
Hypotheses
Please set-out briefly your specific and testable hypotheses, clearly linked to each of the research question(s) above, specifying:  
· the direction and/or magnitude of the relationship expected; 
· how well-founded, with the prior research, evidence or theories that support it; and, 
· the potential mechanisms or drivers at play.
If you do not have a preferred hypothesis, explain why and set out the lack of data, competing theories and potential drivers, that leads to this uncertainty. 
If the primary purpose of this project is solely to provide descriptive insights into a new dataset, please explain the expected contribution that this exploration will make.

Key Concepts
Please provide a brief explanation of the key terms and concepts that you use in this report and your precise definitions of these. Where terms are ambiguous or contested, please provide a brief account of how and why you have settled on these particular definitions. 
At the very least, you should define:
· the interventions, policies or practices that are included in your study;
· the factors that influence its effects (e.g. adverse childhood experiences); and
· the outcomes that you are looking at (e.g. exclusions, violent offending), referencing where further detail can be found later in the report.
Impact SDA projects: We suggest replacing or adapting Key Concepts to include the following. 
Intervention(s) / Exposure / Policy (can be removed for descriptive studies)
· Please describe and define the interventions, policies and / or practices included in the study, including the extent of variation in intervention delivery or policy / practice exposure for young people in the study, as well as the hypothesised or theoretical link to the outcomes chosen. This may refer to a theory of change or logic model diagram, as appropriate. More than one intervention or exposure definition or theory may be included, if agreed and in the RQs. 
· Please also describe what is known about the control, comparison or ‘Business as Usual’ conditions.  
· To the extent that this is possible, this section should also explicitly discuss the selection mechanisms or factors affecting exposure to each intervention or policy / practice included, e.g. drawing on desk research or contextual knowledge. Finally, please include the definition(s) of group status allocation and how this relates to the selection mechanism(s) and / or refer to where further detail can be found below (e.g. under exposure measures). 
· Implementation fidelity and compliance: In addition, for some intervention impact studies, it may be relevant to also specify levels of compliance (e.g. for the young person, family, school etc.) in more detail. See also the YEF SDA Impact Rating guidance.

Ethics 
Briefly summarise any ethical review or approval that was undertaken for this project, including reference number where relevant; alternatively provide a statement of why this was not required.
Project team / stakeholders
Please provide details of: 
· the project team, with the roles/ responsibilities within the project and affiliation for all staff;
· details of any other stakeholder involvement in the research design or analysis;
· other sources of funding or support;
· declaration of any potential conflicts of interests.
[bookmark: _Hlk167788093]

[bookmark: _Toc168048158]Study design
[bookmark: _Toc167869644]Please use this section flexibly. The structure/format may be adapted to best suit the specific data and methods used for each project, so long as the main components/elements are included. 
Overview of research design
Include the following table and, in the text below the table explain, the sources and reasons for these choices. This can be adapted from the Protocol and Interim report. Please use the table flexibly adding or removing rows as appropriate, e.g. including the comparison population, unit of analysis and unit of exposure / outcomes (if different / relevant), removing irrelevant rows or those covered below.

Table X: Research design 
	Research design
	e.g. secondary analysis using quasi-experimental design approach to test causal impact of school exclusions on youth offending

	Dataset(s) used
	e.g. National Pupil Database; Police National Computer


	Population of interest
	e.g. 13 to 16 year olds attending state-funded schools in England between 2015-2021

	Size of sample population
	e.g. 10,000 young people

	Stratification variable (s)
(if applicable)
	e.g. Geographic area

	Primary outcome (s)
	Variable

	e.g. Any arrest for violent offending

	
	Measure
(instrument, scale, source)
	e.g. Any arrest for violent offending after 2015, binary variable, any arrests 1, no arrests 0, Police National Computer (PNC).

	Secondary outcome(s)
	Variable(s)

	e.g. Total arrests for any offending

	
	Measure(s)
(instrument, scale, source)
	e.g. N arrests since 2015, scalar variable, 0 upwards, Police National Computer

	Main method to be used or tested
	e.g. difference-in-difference analysis, regression discontinuity design


Describe the type and design of the research including the population of interest the main method(s) used to achieve the research aim (e.g. difference-in difference, propensity score matching, regression discontinuity analysis etc.)
For impact studies: Please justify or discuss the ability of the approach or approaches to control for unobservable or observable confounders and any checks planned. The YEF SDA Impact Rating guidance provides a list of common designs for each potential rating. If a research team’s preferred approach is not listed, the YEF will expect them to justify the security of the approach (i.e. ability of the design to control for confounders). For further detail see YEF’s SDA Impact Rating guidance. 
Briefly describe the primary and secondary outcomes explored in this project (if relevant).  More details on these will be included in the ‘outcomes’ section below. 
Participants 
Describe the study participants and set out any inclusion and/or exclusion criteria. Discuss or present the number units, settings or sites included in the study.
For impact SDA projects: clearly set out the definition(s) of group status allocation for both treated and comparison participants, and how this relates to the hypothesised selection mechanism(s) for the intervention(s) or exposure(s) in the study. Discuss the plausibility of the hypothesised selection mechanism and any potential risks of group status misallocation and / or spillover effects (e.g. due to unreliable data sources, timing of measurements) and how they are being mitigated (e.g. via sensitivity analysis, testing of parallel trends). See also the YEF’s SDA Impact Rating guidance.

[bookmark: _Toc167869645]Data Sources
Please provide an overview of the main datasets to be used, including the coverage, type of data (e.g. longitudinal, cross-sectional) and any manipulation that will be undertaken. For each individual dataset used an accompanying table should be completed as set out below. However, this could be adapted from the Interim report or Protocol.
Dataset 1:
Table X: Dataset Description – Name of dataset 
	Name of dataset
	Dataset name

	Data owner(s)
	Data owner(s)

	Type of data
	e.g. cohort study, admin data

	Population/geographic coverage or sampling frame
	Description of who’s captured by the dataset (e.g. 10-17-year-olds in state schools in England).

	Years covered or survey waves 
	e.g. academic years 2019/20 – 2021/22

	Exclusion criteria
	Reasons observations dropped from the dataset  

	Expected population/sample size (following exclusion criteria)
	Total number of individuals in the final analytical sample

	Documentation
	Links to key documentation relating to the dataset 


Dataset X: [duplicate as necessary]
Reproduce dataset as above.
Primary data collection [delete if none collected]
Some projects may also be collecting a small amount of primary data from data subjects.  Where this is happening, please provide details on:
· the population data will be collected from (e.g. profile of data subjects, geographic coverage, sampling frame, number of participants etc.);
· the method of data collection, including consent; and,
· any potential issues arising from data linking and the method of combining primary data collected with secondary sources.
Linking datasets [delete if no linking is being undertaken]
For projects linking one or more datasets (including any primary data collected), please set out what method(s) were used or tested for joining datasets (e.g. fuzzy matching) and what strategies were used to address incomplete matching. 
Where there were different options available for matching dataset, please describe how the decisions were made and reasons for these decisions. 
Please also explain any changes made to the matching methodology from the those set out in the original data analysis plan/interim report and explain the reasons for these.
Please set out briefly here any details of samples/ observations that could not be linked across datasets and the reasons for these and/or how the quality of any matching will be tested.
Data protection
Include a data protection statement relevant to the project (i.e., not a link to the organisation’s generic data protection policy). 
For each of the datasets that have been accessed, please explain how access was obtained (including permissions).
Where relevant please specify the legal basis for processing any personal and/or special categories of data, with reference to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) Article 6 and/ or Data Protection Act 2018.
Describe your approach to ensuring GDPR compliance, including, but not limited to how individual data subjects’ rights are protected, the purposes for data processing, an account of all parties access to data (with reasons), and specification of the retention periods of the data.
Describe the environment (physical and IT) in which data is being processed, stored and analysed, and the measures taken to keep the data safe and protect the identities of the data subjects.
Include any specific requirements regarding data protection stipulated by the data owners and how these have been complied with.
Specify how long data will kept after the end of the project and details of the data destruction procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc279940467][bookmark: _Toc531169556][bookmark: _Toc534894666]Variables and measurement
[bookmark: _Toc531169558][bookmark: _Toc71123740][bookmark: _Toc71205492][bookmark: _Toc73452288][bookmark: _Toc142384190][bookmark: _Toc167869646]Outcomes measures
Baseline measures
Primary outcomes
Secondary outcomes
Please organise this section as you see fit, but one option would be to use the headings above. For some descriptive studies this section may not be relevant / can be removed. 
Provide a plain language explanation of the outcomes included in the study and what is being measured (for example, arrests, behaviour).
Specify how these are captured in the dataset. Please specify the type of variables used, and where composite scales have been used: the number of items, their range, and psychometric properties. If measures are scaled or transformed (e.g. z scores), describe the procedures and rationale.
Discuss how reliable and valid the measure(s) are for the population of interest. If a proxy is being used, discuss how highly it is correlated with and accurately captures the outcome of interest. Discuss any risk of measurement error (e.g. administrator bias, floor effects) and any relevant mitigations (e.g. sensitivity analysis).
Include a description of any changes to the outcomes set out in the analysis protocol or interim report and provide a rationale for these.
[bookmark: _Toc167869647]Exposure measures (remove if already covered in identification strategy for impact studies)
Provide a plain language explanation of the explanatory factors of interest, and how these are measured/ captured in the dataset.
Include a description of any changes to these as set out in the analysis protocol or interim report and provide a rationale for these changes.
[bookmark: _Toc167869648][bookmark: _Toc71123741][bookmark: _Toc71205493][bookmark: _Toc73452289][bookmark: _Toc142384191]Other measures
Provide a plain language explanation of any other control variables included in the analysis, and how these are measured/ captured in the dataset.
[bookmark: _Toc167869649]Sample size
Please set out the total sample size(s) of the population(s) of interest that meet the inclusion criteria after merging the datasets.
If relevant consider producing a visual representation of the sample selection, illustrating the impact of inclusion and exclusion criteria.
For impact SDA projects: Please include minimum detectable effect size (MDES) calculations here, for each primary research question and outcome, including assumptions (e.g. ICC, pre-post test correlations) and any other restrictions. The MDES calculation assumptions from study plan and interim stage can be updated with actual data, if available. If the number of units included is still unknown, e.g. because it depends on how many effective matches are feasible, study teams are encouraged to provide a range of MDES estimations and discuss their implications for the design (e.g. using a ‘high’ and ‘low’ estimate based on the range of available settings to match to). Specify software used for MDES calculations. 
Table X: Sample size calculations (remove for descriptive studies. For impact studies adapt as appropriate, depending upon approach, and add additional columns if assumptions at study plan or interim stage have been updated)
	
	
PARAMETER

	Minimum Detectable Effect Size (MDES)
	

	Pre-test/ post-test correlations
	level 1 (participant)
	

	
	level 2 (cluster)
	

	Intracluster correlations (ICCs)
	level 1 (participant)
	

	
	level 2 (cluster)
	

	Alpha[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Please adjust as necessary for studies with multiple primary outcomes (up to three allowed by YEF for SDA projects, with good justification), 3-arm designs, etc., when a Bonferroni correction or alternative is used to account for family-wise errors.  ] 

	0.05

	Power
	0.8

	One-sided or two-sided?
	

	Average cluster size (if clustered)
	

	Number of clusters[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Please state how the data is clustered (e.g. by delivery practitioner or setting).] 

	Intervention
	

	
	comparison
	

	
	Total
	

	Number of participants
	Intervention
	

	
	comparison
	

	
	total
	




[bookmark: _Toc167869650][bookmark: _Toc142384192]Research methodology
This section should provide a summary of the overall analytical approach. It should be based largely on the protocol, although does not need to replicate in full. Particularly attention should be made to highlighting changes from the approach set out in the original protocol and why.
Descriptive analysis
Please provide a high level description of any deceptive analysis to be undertaken, including key population characteristics to be explored and breakdowns by sub-groups.
Inferential analysis / identification strategy
Please describe the type of methodology you will be using and explain the relevance of this approach, taking into consideration the data and the study period, as well as the key assumptions of the chosen methodology.
For impact studies: Please justify or discuss the ability of the approach or approaches to control for unobservable or observable confounders and any checks planned (e.g. provide the robustness checks you will be using to ensure that your estimates are causal).
Missing data
Describe the analyses conducted to explore the extent of missingness and evidence of the potential mechanism (cross-tabulation and ‘drop-out’ model).
Specify details of the analysis conducted to address missing data (e.g. sensitivity analyses and multiple imputation).  When imputation is used, specify the variables used for imputation, the number of imputations performed, and the results of any sensitivity analyses to test assumptions about missing data.
Additional analyses and robustness checks
· Specify details of any robustness checks or alternative specification used, with enough detail that a knowledgeable reader with access to the data could verify the results.
Limitations and deviations
Please discuss deviations or changes in approach from the protocol and interim reporting stage and justify these decisions. Also briefly discuss any substantive and methodological limitations identified as a result of the preliminary analysis conducted, including any sources of imprecision, or threats to internal validity, multiplicity of analysis, bias, subjectivity and any contradictory results. Further details of study limitations can be provided in the Conclusions. 
[bookmark: _Toc167869653]
[bookmark: _Toc168048159]Results
Please present your results for the final analysis that you have conducted, as set out in the methods section. 
Descriptive summary of relevant aspects of the datasets
As relevant, provide a descriptive summary of the variables of interest within the datasets, including the primary population of interest and any key sub-groups.
Please provide the results of any testing of alternative methods of measuring/defining key variables of interest.
Please provide an overview/ summary of the extent of data coverage and missing data; including where relevant, any variables that you anticipated being available to answer the research question(s) which were found to be missing from the dataset, as well as significant gaps in observation level data, including any participants pre-excluded from the dataset used, attrition between survey waves, and missing data due to linkage issues..
Where the study is using more than one dataset, please provide a summary of the match-rates/attrition across the different datasets.
Results by research question
For each (component) of the research questions, in turn, please provide a summary of the results obtained. For each research question please include:
· any relevant descriptive statistics, including measures of central tendency, measures of variability, and frequency distribution;
· the results of any statistical tests used, e.g. Chi-squared, T-test and simple regression or similar analysis used to test putative relationships between variables, and subgroup analysis, including measures of uncertainty and inference (confidence intervals, p-values, credibility intervals, permuted p-values, among others);
· the results of any modelling or estimation techniques piloted in the interim phase, including any testing of different models and alternatives;
· (Where relevant) the results of any robustness checks in order to test the plausibility of the relevant identification assumptions;
· Present the result of any subgroup analyses, and adjusted analyses performed, distinguishing pre-specified from exploratory; (provide details of analysis code in an appendix);
· a summary of how each result relates to the research question, or, where relevant, if the hypothesis was supported or not. Please mention any results that do not fit with your expectations and assumptions.
Across the analysis, please draw out any evidence of any ethnic (or other key) differences or disproportionalities in results, and provide comment on the contexts/ implications of these. 
[bookmark: _Toc444183392][bookmark: _Toc71123759][bookmark: _Toc71205511]Robustness checks (remove if not relevant)
Present the results of any robustness checks used to validate the findings.


[bookmark: _Toc167869656][bookmark: _Toc168048160]Conclusions and implications
Summary findings
Please provide a summary of the conclusions that can be drawn from the final results in relation to the research questions. Explain these results for sub-group analysis, descriptive statistics, or interviews (if the study collected any primary information).
Table X: Summary of interim results
	Research question
	Results

	
	

	
	

	
	




Interpretation and implications
Where relevant, include a discussion of the results in the context of the existing evidence and policy context described in the introduction; (e.g. do the results support prior evidence and any study hypotheses? What is the specific contribution of this study to the body of relevant evidence?)
Please provide a summary of potential policy and/or further research implications stemming from these findings. 
[bookmark: _Toc167869657]Caveats and limitations
Please discuss any substantive methodological limitations identified as a result of the analysis conducted, including any sources of imprecision, or threats to internal validity, multiplicity of analysis, bias, subjectivity and any contradictory results. Also, include a discussion about the external validity of the results. 
For impact SDA projects, it might be useful to refer to the YEF’s SDA Impact Rating guidance. Threats to internal validity that might be considered include:
· Confounding variables (observable or unobservable)
· Concurrent interventions (that prevent researchers isolating the effect of interest)
· Contamination, spillover effects and misclassification of interventions (see also identification strategy)
· Implementation fidelity or compliance with the intervention (for some impact studies)
· Attrition and missing data (and potential for bias and loss of statistical sensitivity)
· Measurement of outcomes (whether reliable, valid and acceptable measures are used and whether there is ambiguous temporal ordering)
· Selective reporting (recognising to pre-specify all analyses and ensuring any choices or deviations from the previous study plan are fully justified).
Table 5: Threats to internal validity (not relevant for descriptive studies)
	Threat
	Risk level
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





[bookmark: _Toc393440305][bookmark: _Toc444183393][bookmark: _Toc534894682][bookmark: _Toc167869658][bookmark: _Toc168048161][bookmark: _Toc270236042][bookmark: _Toc279940505]References
Bibliographic references should come at the end of the report. Please provide references using the Harvard system http://libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm   
If you need to use footnotes in addition to references, please use the Microsoft Word footnote function. Footnotes should be added throughout the body of the report and used sparingly.




[bookmark: _Toc71123765][bookmark: _Toc71205516][bookmark: _Toc167869659][bookmark: _Toc168048162]Appendix [A,B,C…] – [Appendix Title] 
Please attach any supplementary material as relevant, for example additional descriptive data tables, alternative output/model specifications, analytical syntax, descriptions of policy context or background. Insert additional appendices as necessary.
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